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LIGHTNING GETS 
DEFENSIVE STAR 
RYAN MCDONAGH 


The Lightning bolstered 

its defense Monday with a 
deadline acquisition of New 
York Rangers defenseman 
Ryan McDonagh. The move, 
made as Tampa Bay read- 
ies for a run at the Stanley 
Cup, came with a hefty 
price: former first-round 
pick Brett Howden, defense 
prospect Libor Hajek, a 2018 
first-round pick, a condi- 
tional second-round pick in 
2019 and forward Vladislav 
Namestnikov. Sports, 1C 


Bolts host Leafs 


Surging Toronto, winner of 
nine of its past 10 games, 
takes on the Lightning ina 
key Atlantic Division game. 
Story, result at tampabay. 
com/sports. 


Bill could override 
puppy mill bans 
Animal activists say a 
Florida House tax bill 
amendment — even though 
it doesn't include the words 
“pet store” — could take 
away local governments’ 
abilities to ban the sale of 
puppy mill dogs and over- 
ride ordinances that already 
exist, like in St. Petersburg 
and Hillsborough County. 
Local, 1B 


Vinoy hotel owner 
looks to unload it 


The owner of the Vinoy 
Renaissance St. Peters- 
burg Resort & Golf Club, 
which acquired the Vinoy in 
August, is expected to put 
the venerable hotel on the 
market this summer. 
Business, 4B 


High court rejects 
‘Dreamers’ case 


The Supreme Court won't 
hear the Trump administra- 
tion's bid to bypass a federal 
appeals court to rule ona 
program that protects hun- 
dreds of thousands of young 
immigrants from deporta- 
tion. Nation, 2A 


» 


Stray shower 
E E a 


8a.m. Noon 4p.m. 8p.m. 
67° 81° 81° 74° 


20% chance ofrain 
More, back page of Sports 


» 
Get up and go 


Itching for some- 
Gh thing fun to do but 
don’t know what's 


going on locally? Worry not. 
Get the rundown on bay 


area events at tampabay. 
com/things-to-do. 
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Edward Peachey will get severance pay if he agrees not to sue CareerSource. 


BY MARK PUENTE 
AND ZACHARY T. SAMPSON 
Times Staff Writers 


TAMPA — The man tasked for 
years with helping Tampa Bay res- 
idents find work lost one of his own 
jobs on Monday. 

Board members of CareerSource 
Tampa Bay voted 6-1 on Monday 
to fire president and CEO Edward 
Peachey as they grapple with multi- 


ple investigations into whether the 
agency inflated its hiring numbers to 
the state. 

Sister agency CareerSource Pinel- 
las, which Peachey also ran, will 
consider taking the same action on 
Wednesday. 

The executive committee vote by 
CareerSource Tampa Bay, which 
serves Hillsborough County, allows 
Peachey to collect severance pay for 


five months if he agrees not to sue the 
agency. He will also receive back pay 
for the past three weeks that he has 
been on unpaid suspension. 

Board members said it was fair to 
offer Peachey the parachute since it 
so far hasn’t been shown he has done 
anything wrong, while acknowledg- 
ing that keeping him on would be a 
distraction. 

But Hillsborough Commissioner 


Sandy Murman — the lone no vote 
— said Peachey doesn’t deserve sev- 
erance while state and federal inves- 
tigations into the agencies are ongo- 
ing. She urged committee members 
to consider the seriousness of the alle- 
gations hovering over both centers. 

“Honestly, today, how can you 
approve severance?” Murman said 
after the vote. “There could be 
» See CAREERSOURCE, 4A 


Jobs agency fires CEO 


CEO Edward 
Peachey 
may also 
be fired by 
the Pinellas 
branch. 


SENATE LOOKS DOWN BARREL 


ba 
Ky 
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New York Times 


President Donald Trump and Florida Gov. Rick Scott speak Monday at the White House at a business session with members 
of the National Governors Association in which Trump said he would have acted heroically in Parkland. Story, 6A 


Ex-Broward deputy 
defends his actions 


He says he didn’t go 
inside Douglas High 
since he thought the 
gunfire was outside. 


BY DAVID OVALLE AND 
DAVID SMILEY 
Miami Herald (TNS) 


MIAMI — Broward County 
Deputy Scot Peterson says he is 
no coward. 

The longtime campus cop, 
widely lambasted for not enter- 
ing Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High during the massacre that 
killed 17 people, made his first 
public statement Monday, say- 
ing he did not storm the halls 
looking for the shooter because 
he initially did not believe that 
gunfire was happening inside 
the building. 

Peterson said his actions 
during the Valentine’s Day 


Scot 
Peterson 
made his 
comments 
ina 
statement 
released by 
his lawyer. 


shooting “were appropriate 
under the circumstances.” 

In a statement released by 
his lawyer, Peterson said he 
“heard gunshots but believed 
those gunshots were originat- 
ing from outside of the build- 
ings on the school campus,” 
according to the release. “BSO 
(Broward Sheriff’s Office) 
trains its officers that in the 
event of outdoor gunfire one 
is to seek cover and assess the 
situation in order to commu- 
nicate what one observes with 
other law enforcement.” 

The veteran school resource 


officer said he “took up a tacti- 
cal position” between two oth- 
ers buildings next to Building 
12, where Nikolas Cruz spent 
six minutes unleashing gunfire 
with an AR-15 assault-style rifle. 

“Allegations that Mr. Peter- 
son was a coward and that his 
performance, under the cir- 
cumstances, failed to meet the 
standards of police officers 


DAVID SANTIAGO | Miami Herald 
Parents and students walk by the memorial at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High on Sunday on their way to an open 
house that was to help prepare students for their return. 


are patently untrue,” accord- 
ing to the statement sent from 
Fort Lauderdale lawyer Joseph 
DiRuzzo. 

He added: “Let there be no 
mistake. Mr. Peterson wishes 
that he could have prevented 
the untimely passing of the 17 
victims on that day.” 

Monday’s detailed statement 
» See DEPUTY, 7A 


A committee 
plan raises legal 
age to buy guns, 
but sides with 
NRA to reject a 
weapons ban. 


BY MARY ELLEN KLAS 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 

TALLAHASSEE — A key Flor- 
ida Senate committee took the 
first step Monday to raising the 
legal age for buying a gun in 
Florida and building a stronger 
safety net to keep guns out of the 
hands of the mentally impaired 
in the wake of the deadly school 
shooting in Parkland. 

But while the Senate Rules 
Committee voted 9-4 in favor of 
SPB 7024, senators also rejected 
a ban on semiautomatic rifles, 
the top priority of students and 
anti-gun activists who arrived 
in busloads last week and again 
Monday. 

The proposal is a collabora- 
tive response from House and 
Senate Republican leaders to the 
Parkland shooting, which killed 
17 students and teachers and left 
15 injured. Named the “Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
Public Safety Act,” it was written 
to address “the crisis of gun vio- 
lence, including but not limited 
to, gun violence on school cam- 
puses,” the bill said. 

The bill was amended to match 
a proposal to be heard today in 
the House. While the vote was 
the first time a Republican-led 
Senate committee voted to limit 
gun rights in Florida in nearly 
two decades, the committee also 
voted 7-6 to reject the amend- 
ment by Sen. Jose Javier Rodri- 
guez, D-Miami, that would have 
defined certain semiautomatic 
rifles and banned their sale and 
possession in Florida. 

“Assault weapons are weapons 
of war,’ Rodriguez told the com- 
mittee. “They are designed for 
the battlefield, modified for civil- 
ian use for massive profits for the 
$17 billion gun industry.” 

His amendment was mod- 
eled after the assault weapons 
» See SENATE, 7A 


Parkland investigation 
A legislative committee approves 
an inquiry into local agencies’ 
shooting responses. Page 6A 


Times files (2016) 
State Sen. Rob Bradley, head of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, has refused to 

give the bill a hearing. Without his support, its 
chances of passing this year are slim. 


Some legislators cite 
worries of privacy issues 
and racial profiling. 


BY LAWRENCE MOWER 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 
TALLAHASSEE — It was cruising 
through the Florida Legislature, but 
now the bill that would allow police 
to pull drivers over for texting has run 
out of gas. 
The powerful head of the Sen- 
ate Appropriations Committee, state 
Sen. Rob Bradley, R-Fleming Island, 


has refused to give it a hearing and 
without his support, and with time 
running out, the chances of it passing 
this year are slim. 

“Tt’s on the verge of death,” said 
state Rep. Emily Slosberg, D-Boca 
Raton, one of the bill sponsors in the 
House. 

For more than a month, Bradley 
has allowed the bill to languish in his 
committee, citing concerns that the 
bill would allow police to view peo- 
ple’s cellphones and could lead to 
racial profiling. 

“Many of my colleagues share that 


concern,” Bradley said. “I listened to 
them, and so it’s not just me.” 

Texting while driving is already 
illegal, but police can’t pull you over 
for it. Police can only ticket drivers 
for texting if they pull them over for 
some other reason, like speeding. In 
2016, barely 1,400 people were tick- 
eted for violating it. 

Slosberg’s bill doesn’t increase the 
meager penalties for texting. Tickets 
would still be $30 for a first offense 
and $60 for the second, plus court 
costs. A driver would incur three 
points on their record only on the sec- 


Concerns dim prospects of texting while driving bill 


ond offense. 

The chances the bill would pass 
this year were good. It’s a priority of 
House Speaker Richard Corcoran, R- 
Land O’Lakes, and it easily cleared 
House committees on its way to an 
upcoming vote on the House floor on 
Wednesday. 

It also hasn’t faced much resistance 
in the Senate, passing three com- 
mittees easily. But it needs to pass a 
fourth committee — Bradley’s — and 
he hasn’t expressed any interest in 
supporting it. 

» See TEXTING, 4A 


